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Dear Mr. Mendelson:

On August 5 you wrote the Commissioner, Food and Drug Administration, expresdng a’
concern about the Agency failure to provide a timely response to Citiien Petition IWcet No.
99P-0033. I @ responding to your letter on behalf of the Commissioner and providing a
tentative response as permitted under21 CFR 10.30(e)(2)(iii).

Citizen Petition (CF’)NO.99P-O.033,received on January 7,1999, seeks .amendments to Z1CFR
589.2000. (Substances Prohibited. From Use in Animal Food or Feed; Animal”Proteins
Prohibited in Ruminant Feed, fintilzed at 62 FR 30936 June 5, 1997).

According to the administrative regulations at 21 CF~ 10.30, the FDA is to respond to a CP ‘,
within 180 days. In respect to CP 99P-0033, FDA is”cuiie-nilyconsidei-ingthe-iNues-rtifsed7the
many comments received to it?~d Me current scienti~c publications.dealing with the spread
of transmissible spongiform encephalophathies. Because of the complex nature of the action
requested, which-equires. cxtrefb..and .dwrough_scientifiG.legal, and policy con~uliation, &d

‘ analysis, _FDAwill ‘~iire additional time to issue the fiial response.

FDA will issue the final response upon completion of oi.yanalysis of the CP, cornniFr& on it
sent to the DQcket, an~ _theresp]uti-on..ofgny scientific, legal, or pdi@iKieiI--- ‘-”--”–—””~- —m, .–-+---- –=-.-–– –=–.–----.--– .- =-––.-–--~-—.---=-

.,,
Sincerely yours, _____ ‘

~y $ ~/’’/+.. . ...-...7.- .

Stephen F. Sundlof, D.V.M., Ph.D.
Director, Center for Veterinary Medicine
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